TROOP 72
2006 Sheep Lake Introduction Backpacking Outing
WHEN:  Saturday, September 23rd and Sunday, September 24th.
DEPARTURE:    Meet at the "L" at 10:00 AM, Saturday. Driving time to Chinook Pass is approximately two and one-half hours. We will stop in Enumclaw for an early lunch.
RETURN:  We will break camp mid- to late-morning on Sunday and hike out.  We should return to Seattle by approximately 3:00 pm.
TRIP SIGN-UP DEADLINE:  Saturday, September 16th. 
1.  Troop 72 Scouts need to contact their Patrol Leader before September 16th and Patrol Leaders need to contact the Senior Patrol Leader by September 16th with a list of Scouts attending the outing.  The Senior Patrol Leader will contact the adult leader for the outing on September 16th with a complete outing roster.  
2.  Troop 72 Adults that are planning to attend the outing should contact the outing leader by September 16th, Brian Beaumont at brianwilliambeaumont@hotmail.com or 283-7909 and let them know if you will be driving and how many people your vehicle can carry.
COST:  Each Scout needs to bring enough money to buy two lunches in Enumclaw.
DESCRIPTION:  This outing is a two day, one night backpacking trip.  The route is approximately 2.5 miles each way with minimal elevation gain.  This trip is particularly well suited to scouts with minimal or no backpacking experience and should be enjoyable for scouts at all levels.  The trailhead is at Chinook Pass on Highway 410 just beyond the Mount Rainier National Park boundary.  
FOOD:  Meal planning will be done by Patrol for Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast.  Two sack lunches should be brought by individual Scouts and adults for Saturday and Sunday lunch or bring money to buy lunch in Enumclaw.  
Each Outing Patrol will nominate a Grubmaster and plan the meals as a group.  Plan your menu to: (1) be light weight, (2) require minimal cleanup, (3) generate minimal waste, (4) be filling, and (5) be delicious.  The meals will be cooked on Whisperlite backpacking stoves.  The Grubmaster will total the cost of the food for their Patrol and each Scout will pay the Grubmaster an equal share of the food expense.  If desired, individuals should bring snack food or power bars to hold them over between meals.
Adults will plan their meals as a separate Patrol.

ADVANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES:  Webelos and Boy Scouts should review their Handbooks to determine which advancements they can work on.  Some examples are camping, knots, lashings, plant and animal lists.
OTHER ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE:  Trail hiking and beach combing. 

WHAT TO BRING:  Ten Essentials (list in Handbook), 3-season sleeping bag, pad, eating utensils and cup, (2) water bottles, personal care items, spare set of dry synthetic clothes and footwear, rain gear, backpack and pack cover (or trash bag).  Bring layers of synthetic clothing, cotton will not dry; and sturdy shoes or hiking boots.  Since it is fall and Sheep Lake is at a higher elevation, any weather is possible, so be prepared.  Tents and cooking equipment will be organized by Patrol and the equipment checked out with the Troop Quarter Master.  
Refer to the overnight backpacking gear checklist under “gear lists” on the website, at http://troop72seattle.org/).   Scouts who have not yet attained the rank of 1st Class must bring their packed backpack to the Troop meeting on Monday, September 18th, for a pack inspection.
QUESTIONS:  Call the adult coordinator for this activity – Brian Beaumont at brianwilliambeaumont@hotmail.com or 283-7909.
